














Domestic violence is often regarded as a personal 
matter between family members – the reality is that it 
directly and negatively impacts workplaces, as well. 
74% of employed battered women report being 
harassed by their partner while at work and 54% of 
them miss at least three full days a month due, at least 
in part, to abuse. From lost productivity and 
absenteeismabsenteeism to medical coverage and mental health 
costs, Orange County businesses lost over $150 
million last year to ongoing partner abuse. Nationally, 
these expenses total $6 billion each year.

Emergency department visits are the primary 

form of healthcare for domestic violence 

survivors. 22% to 35% of women who visit 

emergency departments exhibit symptoms 

related to ongoing abuse. However, 71% of 

physicians surveyed by Harbor House report that 

they do not routinely screen for abuse. Lack of 

screening,screening, training and awareness among 

physicians leads to over $100 million in medical 

expenses incurred in Orange County alone each 

year. 
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community, we worked with local channels from youth 

groups to health professionals and civic leaders.

Overall,Overall, residents of Pine Castle were open to the idea of 

gaining awareness and knowledge about domestic abuse 

as a local social and health problem. Faith, business, 

youth and health leaders voluntarily opened their doors to 

Harbor House after being educated on the impact that 

domestic abuse has within their particular cohort of the 

community. Through the tremendous endorsement and 

partnershipspartnerships we have garnered  this year, it has become 

evident that Pine Castle residents will continue to be key 

allies in breaking the cycle of domestic abuse in our 

region. With Project Courage's sustainable model of 

implementation and high, consistent dosage of 

information, lasting social change in Pine Castle can 

occur and spread over time.

The following pages of this report highlight our initial 

research findings within each level: Youth, Businesses, 

Health Professionals, Faith Community and First 

Responders.
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THIS IMPACT REPORT IS DEDICATED TO THE 27 
WOMEN, MEN AND CHILDREN WHO LOST THEIR 
LIVES DUE TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN 2010.


